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ASSEMBLIES FOR HOLDING HEAT SINKS
AND OTHER STRUCTURES IN CONTACT
WITH ELECTRONIC DEVICES AND OTHER
APPARATUSES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION INCORPORATED BY
REFERENCE

This application is related to copending U.S. Non-Provi-
sional patent application Ser. No. 10/886,895, entitled
“ASSEMBLIES FOR MOUNTING ELECTRONIC
DEVICES AND ASSOCIATED HEAT SINKS TO COM-
PUTER MODULES AND OTHER STRUCTURES,” which
was filed concurrently herewith and is incorporated herein in
its entirety by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The following disclosure relates generally to assemblies
for positioning a structure, such as a heat sink, in contact
with an apparatus, such as an electronic device.

BACKGROUND

Supercomputers and other large computer systems typi-
cally include a large number of computer cabinets arranged
in banks. Each cabinet typically holds a large number of
computer modules positioned in close proximity to each
other for high efficiency. Each module can include a moth-
erboard having a printed circuit or printed wiring assembly
(PWA) electrically connecting a plurality of processors,
routers, and other microelectronic devices together for data
and/or power transmission.

Many of the electronic devices typically found in super-
computers, such as fast processing devices, generate con-
siderable heat during operation. This heat can damage the
device and/or degrade performance if not dissipated. Con-
sequently, supercomputers typically include both active and
passive cooling systems to maintain device temperatures at
acceptable levels.

FIG. 1 is a partially exploded isometric view of a portion
of a computer module 100 illustrating an approach for
cooling a packaged microelectronic device 120 in accor-
dance with the prior art. In this approach, a heat sink 110 is
held in contact with the microelectronic device 120 by a
plurality of coil springs 112. The microelectronic device 120
is mounted to a socket 122 that electrically connects the
microelectronic device 120 to electrical traces (not shown)
on a motherboard 102. Screws 114 extend longitudinally
through each of the coil springs 112 and engage threaded
sockets 125 protruding from a backplate 126. Threading the
screws 114 into the sockets 125 compresses the coil springs
112 against the heat sink 110. The resulting force presses the
heat sink 110 against the microelectronic device 120 in a
“controlled” manner that is intended to provide good ther-
mal conductivity without damaging the microelectronic
device 120.

The microelectronic device 120 can represent any one of
a number of different devices, such as fast processors,
routers, etc., commonly referred to as “high performance
devices.” Such devices typically include a large number of
electrical connections in a very small volume to avoid signal
delays associated with distance. The microelectronic device
120, for example, includes a very fine pitch ball-grid array
(BGA) 121 of very small solder balls electrically coupled to
corresponding ball pads on a substrate 123. These electrical
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connections are delicate and susceptible to breakage or
damage from stresses caused by the weight of the micro-
electronic device 120 and movements during shipping,
installation, and use. These connections are also very sus-
ceptible to damage as a result of pressure exerted by the heat
sink 110. As a result, manufacturers of such devices typi-
cally limit the pressure that can be applied to the device and
the mass that can be attached to the device. Advanced Micro
Devices, Inc., for example, specifies a pressure limit of 15
psi and a specified mass limit of 150 grams for certain
processors.

One shortcoming associated with the spring-loaded
mounting arrangement illustrated in FIG. 1 is that it can
cause the heat sink 110 to exert a nonuniform pressure
against the microelectronic device 120. The nonuniform
pressure can result from a number of different factors,
including spring adjustment, manufacturing tolerances,
installation errors, etc. Nonuniform pressure is undesirable
because it can cause one corner of the heat sink 110 to press
against the microelectronic device 120 with a significantly
greater pressure than the other corners. This pressure imbal-
ance reduces the thermal conductivity in the low pressure
corners. More importantly, perhaps, the pressure in the high
pressure corner may exceed the limit set by the manufac-
turer, resulting in damage to the BGA 121 and/or degrada-
tion in device performance.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a partially exploded isometric view of a portion
of'a computer module illustrating an approach for cooling a
packaged microelectronic device in accordance with the
prior art.

FIG. 2 is an isometric top view of a portion of a computer
module having an electronic device mounting assembly
configured in accordance with an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 3 is an isometric bottom view looking upwardly at
the underside of the mounting assembly of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is an exploded, top isometric view illustrating
various features of the mounting assembly of FIGS. 2 and 3
in greater detail.

FIGS. 5A-5E are cross-sectional end views illustrating
various stages in a method of installing a heat sink and an
electronic device in a support structure in accordance with
an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a graph of spring force
versus transverse compression for a canted coil spring in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 7 is a top isometric view of a computer cabinet
carrying a plurality of computer modules configured in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following disclosure describes several embodiments
of structures and methods for positioning heat sinks and
other devices in contact with electronic devices and other
apparatuses. A structure for holding a heat sink in contact
with an electronic device in accordance with one aspect of
the invention includes an electronic device holding portion
and a heat sink holding portion. The electronic device
holding portion is configured to support the electronic
device. The heat sink holding portion is configured to
position the heat sink in contact with the electronic device.
The structure further includes a spring holding portion
configured to support a coil spring in transverse compres-
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sion. When transversely compressed, the coil spring presses
the heat sink against the electronic device with a uniform, or
at least approximately uniform, pressure that enables the
heat sink to efficiently conduct heat away from the electronic
device without damaging the device.

A method for drawing heat away from an electronic
device in accordance with another aspect of the invention
includes positioning a heat sink in contact with the elec-
tronic device. The method further includes pressing the heat
sink against the electronic device with a coil spring in
transverse compression. In one embodiment, positioning a
heat sink in contact with the electronic device includes
installing the heat sink in a support structure so that the heat
sink transversely compresses the coil spring.

Specific details of several embodiments of the invention
are described below to provide a thorough understanding of
such embodiments. Other details describing well-known
structures and systems often associated with computers and
related devices are not set forth below to avoid unnecessarily
obscuring the description of the various embodiments.
Those of ordinary skill in the art will understand that the
invention may have other embodiments in addition to those
described below with reference to FIGS. 2-7. Such embodi-
ments may include elements other than those described
below or may lack one or more of the elements described
below.

In the Figures, identical reference numbers identify iden-
tical or at least generally similar elements. To facilitate the
discussion of any particular element, the most significant
digit or digits of any reference number refer to the Figure in
which that element is first introduced. Element 210, for
example, is first introduced and discussed with reference to
FIG. 2.

FIG. 2 is an isometric top view of a portion of a computer
module 200 having an electronic device mounting assembly
230 configured in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention. The electronic device mounting assembly 230
(“mounting assembly 230”) includes a support structure 240
attached to a motherboard 202 (i.e., a “base structure™). The
support structure 240 holds a substrate 222 that carries a
plurality of packaged electronic devices 220 (e.g., routers) in
a “mezzanine” arrangement above the motherboard 202.
The electronic devices 220 can be operatively connected to
a plurality of processors 204, memory devices 206, and
other electronic devices on the motherboard 202 via elec-
trical traces (not shown) formed in the surface and sublayers
of the motherboard 202.

As described in greater detail below, the support structure
240 of the mounting assembly 230 also carries a plurality of
heat sinks 210. Each of the heat sinks 210 include a plurality
of cooling fins 212 projecting upwardly adjacent to a contact
surface 214. The contact surfaces 214 are held against
corresponding electronic devices 220 by two coil springs
232 (identified individually as a first coil spring 2324 and a
second coil spring 2325). The coil springs 232 are trans-
versely compressed in this arrangement. As a result, the coil
springs 232 exert constant, or at least approximately con-
stant, forces against the heat sinks 210 throughout a range of
deflection. This causes the heat sinks 210 to exert uniform,
or at least approximately uniform, pressure against the
corresponding electronic devices 220. The uniform pressure
enables the heat sinks 210 to efficiently transfer heat without
damaging the BGAs (not shown) or other features of the
electronic devices 220.

In the illustrated embodiment, the computer module 200
further includes a shroud 250 attached to the motherboard
202 by a plurality of supports 252. In certain embodiments,
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forced air can be used to cool the various electronic devices
220 mounted to the motherboard 202. In these embodiments,
the shroud 250 can facilitate the flow of forced air past the
devices to enhance convective cooling. If desired, a com-
pressible and thermally conductive material 254 can be
positioned between the heat sinks 210 and the shroud 250 to
facilitate conductive heat transfer from the electronic
devices 220 to the shroud 250 for additional cooling.

Although the mounting assembly 230 of the illustrated
embodiment includes a plurality of electronic devices 220
and a corresponding plurality of heat sinks 210, the present
invention is not limited to such embodiments. Accordingly,
in other embodiments, mounting assemblies configured in
accordance with the present invention can include more or
fewer electronic devices 220 and corresponding heat sinks
210. For example, in another embodiment, a mounting
assembly configured in accordance with the present inven-
tion can include a single electronic device 220 and a single,
corresponding heat sink 210. In a further embodiment, a
mounting assembly configured in accordance with the
present invention can include a plurality of electronic
devices 220 and a single, corresponding heat sink for all the
devices. In yet another embodiment, a mounting assembly
configured in accordance with the present invention can
include a single electronic device 220 and a plurality of
corresponding heat sinks 210.

FIG. 3 is an isometric bottom view looking upwardly at
the underside of the mounting assembly 230 of FIG. 2. The
support structure 240 includes a first side portion 342a
spaced apart from a second side portion 3426. Each side
portion 342 includes a corresponding base portion 344
(identified individually as a first base portion 344a and a
second base portion 3445). The base portions 344 can
project downwardly to offset the electronic devices 220 a
preset distance above the motherboard 202 (FIG. 2). This
preset distance can vary depending on a number of different
factors, including space constraints and cooling require-
ments. In further embodiments, the preset distance can be
eliminated and the electronic devices 220 can be positioned
at least proximate to, or in contact with, the motherboard
202. Each base portion 344 includes a plurality of fastener
holes 346 configured to engage fasteners (not shown)
extending through the motherboard 202 for attachment of
the support structure 240 to the motherboard 202.

In one embodiment, the support structure 240 can be
machined or otherwise formed from aluminum having an
anodized, dielectric surface finish. In other embodiments,
the support structure 240 can be made from other metallic
and/or non-metallic materials demonstrating suitable struc-
tural, thermal, and/or manufacturing characteristics. One
advantage of the support structure 240 is that it is relatively
stiff. As a result, a reinforcing backplate (such as the prior art
backplate 126 described above with reference to FIG. 1)
positioned on the opposite side of the motherboard 202 is not
required to prevent flexing of the support structure 240
during use.

A plurality of multi-pin connectors 326 and two socket
connectors 325 extend downwardly from the substrate 222.
The socket connectors 325 operatively connect a voltage
regulator 324 to the electronic devices 220. The multi-pin
connectors 326 are configured to releasably engage corre-
sponding connectors (not shown) on the motherboard 202
when the support structure 240 is attached to the mother-
board 202. Engagement of the multi-pin connectors 326
operatively connects the electronic devices 220 to one or
more of the other electronic devices mounted to the moth-
erboard 202.
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FIG. 4 is an exploded, top isometric view illustrating
various features of the mounting assembly 230 of FIGS. 2
and 3 in greater detail. In one aspect of this embodiment, the
support structure 240 includes an electronic device holding
portion 449, a heat sink holding portion 441, and a spring
holding portion 447.

The spring holding portion 447 includes a first elongate
channel 448a positioned toward the first side portion 342a,
and a second elongate channel 4485 positioned toward the
second side portion 3425. Each of the elongate channels 448
is configured to laterally support one of the coil springs 232.

In one embodiment, the coil springs 232 can be made
from steel, such as high-strength steel, and can be plated
with a thermally efficient material, such as silver and/or
copper. The use of steel can give the coil springs 232
desirable properties, including low thermal/stress relaxation
and high thermal conductivity. The plating can enhance the
thermal conductivity of the steel for efficient heat transfer
from the heat sink 210 to the support structure 240. In other
embodiments, the coil springs 232 can be made from other
materials, including other metallic materials. In further
embodiments, other elastically and/or compressible mem-
bers can be used in place of the coil springs 232. For
example, in one other embodiment, a compressible foam
material can be used in place of the coil springs 232. In yet
another embodiment, a bladder holding air or another gas
can be used to provide the uniform compression forces
provided by the coil springs 232.

The heat sink holding portion 441 includes a first opening
442q positioned toward the first side portion 342a, and an
opposing second opening 4425 positioned toward the sec-
ond side portion 3425. As described in greater detail below,
each of the openings 442 is configured to receive a corre-
sponding end portion 416 (identified individually as a first
end portion 4164 and an opposite second end portion 4165)
of'one of the heat sinks 210. When the heat sink end portions
416 are positioned in the corresponding openings 442, the
coil springs 232 exert a transverse compression force against
the end portions 416 pressing the heat sink 210 downwardly
toward the corresponding electronic device 220.

The electronic device holding portion 449 includes a first
recess 450a positioned toward the first side portion 342a,
and an opposing second recess 4505 positioned toward the
second side portion 342b. As described in greater detail
below, each of the recesses 450 is configured to receive a
corresponding edge portion 424 (identified individually as a
first edge portion 424a and a second edge portion 4245) of
the substrate 222 for initial positioning of the electronic
devices 220 relative to the heat sinks 210. A plurality of
fasteners 426 can then be used to secure the substrate 222
against a mounting plane formed by the support structure
240 for final positioning of the electronic devices 220
against the corresponding heat sinks 210.

FIGS. 5A-5E are cross-sectional end views illustrating
various stages in a method of installing the heat sinks 210
and the electronic devices 220 in the support structure 240
in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. Refer-
ring first to FIG. 5A, the method begins by positioning the
first coil spring 232qa in the first elongate channel 448a.
Next, the heat sink 210 is moved in a direction L to insert the
first end portion 416a through the first opening 442a and
under the first coil spring 232a. A first beveled portion 544a
of the first end portion 4164 facilitates the initial movement
of the first end portion 4164 through the first opening 442a.
The second end portion 4165 is then rotated downwardly in
a direction D while the heat sink 210 is simultaneously
moved further in the L direction. Eventually, a first step 541

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

on the first end portion 4164 contacts a lower edge of the first
opening 442a. At this point, the first end portion 416a is
pushed upwardly in a direction U to move the first step 541
over the lower edge of the first opening 442q. Simulta-
neously, the heat sink 210 is moved further in the L direction
while the second end portion 4164 is rotated downward in
the D direction. Ultimately, a second step 542 on the first end
portion 416a contacts the lower edge of the first opening
4424, as illustrated in FIG. 5B.

With reference to FIG. 5B, the second coil spring 23256 is
positioned in the second elongate channel 4484, and the
second end portion 4165 of the heat sink 210 is aligned with
the second opening 4425b. Next, the heat sink 210 is moved
in a direction R to insert the second end portion 4165
through the second opening 4425 and under the second coil
spring 232b. A second beveled portion 5445 facilitates this
movement. The heat sink 210 continues in the R direction
until a third step 543 on the second end portion 4165
contacts a lower edge of the second opening 4424, as shown
in FIG. 5C.

With reference to FIG. 5C, when the heat sink 210 is in
the illustrated position, the end portions 416 of the heat sink
210 transversely compress the springs 232 by a preset
amount (e.g., approximately five percent). In one aspect of
this embodiment, it is desirable to move the heat sink 210
further in the U direction relative to the support structure 240
to create clearance for subsequent installation of the corre-
sponding electronic device 220 (FIG. 4). This clearance
reduces the possibility of the electronic device 220 contact-
ing the heat sink 210 during installation and sustaining
damage from over-pressure. In one embodiment, a preload-
ing tool 560 having opposing drivers 562 (identified indi-
vidually as a first driver 562a and a second driver 5624) can
be employed to move the heat sink 210 in the U direction
and compress the springs 232. Each driver 562 includes a
tapered surface 564 (shown individually as a first tapered
surface 564a and a second tapered surface 5645b) configured
to slidably engage the beveled portion 544 of the corre-
sponding end portion 416. Inward movement of one or both
of the drivers 562 toward the other causes the heat sink 210
to move in the U direction and further compress the springs
232, as illustrated in FIG. 5D.

Referring next to FIG. 5D, when the heat sink 210 is
retracted upwardly as shown, the second edge portion 4245
of the substrate 222 is inserted into the second recess 4495
of the support structure 240. From this position, the first
edge portion 424a of the substrate 222 is rotated upwardly
in direction U until the first edge portion 424q is aligned
with the first recess 449a. Next, the substrate 222 is moved
in the L direction to insert the first edge portion 424q into the
first recess 449a, as illustrated in FIG. 5E.

Referring next to FIG. SE, once the fasteners 426 (FIG. 4)
have been installed to secure the substrate 222 in position in
the support structure 240, the drivers 562 of the preloading
tool 560 can be retracted outwardly to lower the heat sink
210 down against the electronic device 220. When the
contact surface 214 of the heat sink 210 contacts the
electronic device 220, the springs 232 will be transversely
compressed a preset amount (e.g., approximately 25 per-
cent). The amount of spring compression can be calibrated
to press the heat sink 210 against the electronic device 220
with a uniform pressure that provides efficient thermal
conduction without risk of damaging the BGAs or other
features of the electronic device 220.

Although the foregoing FIGS. 2-5E illustrate an embodi-
ment of the invention in which the coil springs 232 are
transversely compressed against the heat sink 210, in other
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embodiments other arrangements utilizing transversely
compressed coil springs can be employed without departing
from the spirit or scope of the present invention. For
example, in another embodiment, the heat sink 210 can be
fixed relative to the support structure 240, and the substrate
222 that supports the electronic device 220 can be at least
partially movable relative to the support structure 240. In
this embodiment, the coil springs 232 (or similar coil
springs) can be transversely compressed against a portion of
the substrate 222 to press the electronic device 220 against
the heat sink 210 with a uniform, or approximately uniform,
pressure.

The heat sink holding features of the present invention are
not limited to use with the particular mezzanine-type support
structure described above with reference to FIGS. 2-5E. To
the contrary, these features (including, e.g., the transverse
coil springs) can be used with other support structure
configurations without departing from the spirit or scope of
the present invention. For example, in other embodiments,
the transverse coil spring arrangement can be used to hold
heat sinks in contact with an electronic devices that are
supported independently from the heat sinks. Further, in
another embodiment, the transverse coil spring arrangement
can be used to hold heat sinks in contact with electronic
devices positioned directly on, or at least approximately on,
a surface of a motherboard. In addition, the transverse coil
spring arrangement taught by the present disclosure is not
limited to use with heat sinks, but extends to other applica-
tions in which it is desired to hold a first part in contact with
a second part with a uniform, or at least approximately
uniform, pressure. Such applications can include, for
example, holding a first electrical connector (e.g., a multi-
pin connector) in contact with a cooperating, second con-
nector; or holding a part in contact with a corresponding
mounting structure that is delicate and susceptible to damage
from excess or uneven pressure. Accordingly, the present
invention is not limited to the particular embodiments of
transversely compressed coil springs described above, but
extends to all arrangements of transversely compressed coil
springs falling within the scope of the appended claims.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a graph 600 of force versus
transverse compression for a canted coil spring, such as the
coil springs 232 of the present invention. Force is measured
along a vertical axis 602, and transverse compression as a
percentage of uncompressed spring diameter is measured
along a horizontal axis 604. As a plot 610 illustrates, the
compression force increases only gradually in a working
range 614 between an initial working compression 606 and
a maximum working compression 608. In one embodiment,
the initial working compression 606 can correspond to a
transverse spring compression of about three to 10 percent
(e.g., about five percent), and the maximum working com-
pression 608 can correspond to a transverse compression of
about 25 to 50 percent (e.g., about 35 percent).

As the graph 600 illustrates, one advantage of using coil
springs in transverse compression is that they provide
approximately constant compression force in the working
range 614. This feature allows the springs 232 to be selected
so that they are compressed to approximately the middle of
the working range 614 (e.g., about 20 to 25 percent) when
the heat sink 210 is pressing against the electronic device
220 under normal operating conditions (see, for example,
FIG. 5E). In this way, minor variations in spring compres-
sion as a result of manufacturing tolerances, assembly
errors, and other factors will not cause the spring force to
change appreciably. As a result, the force with which the
heat sink 210 presses against the electronic device 220 will
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remain fairly uniform, thereby avoiding damage to the
electronic device 220 while providing consistent, efficient
heat transfer.

FIG. 7 is an isometric top view of a computer cabinet 770
configured in accordance with an embodiment of the inven-
tion. Exterior panels have been removed from the computer
cabinet 770 for purposes of clarity. In one aspect of this
embodiment, the computer cabinet 770 can be one of a
plurality of computer cabinets forming a supercomputer
system. The computer cabinet 770 can include a plurality of
computer module holding portions 772 (identified individu-
ally as a first module holding portion 772a, a second module
holding portion 7726, and a third module holding portion
772c¢). Each of the module holding portions 772 can carry a
plurality of computer modules 700 positioned in edgewise
orientation in close proximity to each other. In one aspect of
this embodiment, one or more of the computer modules 700
can be at least generally similar in structure and function to
the computer module 200 described above with reference to
FIG. 2.

In the illustrated embodiment, the computer cabinet 770
includes an air mover 774 (e.g., a fan) positioned below the
module holding portions 772. The air mover 774 can move
cooling air from a floor plenum (not shown) past the
plurality of computer modules 700 to cool the various
electronic devices mounted to the associated motherboards.
The cooling air can be exhausted through an air outlet (not
shown) positioned toward an upper portion of the computer
cabinet 770.

From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that specific
embodiments of the invention have been described herein
for purposes of illustration, but that various modifications
may be made without deviating from the spirit and scope of
the invention. Accordingly, the invention is not limited
except as by the appended claims.

We claim:

1. A structure for holding a heat sink in contact with an
electronic device, the structure comprising:

an electronic device holding portion configured to support

the electronic device;

a heat sink holding portion configured to position the heat

sink in contact with the electronic device; and

a spring holding portion configured to support a coil

spring in transverse compression, wherein the coil
spring exerts a transverse compression force against the
heat sink in a first direction, causing the heat sink to
press against the electronic device in the first direction
when the coil spring is laterally supported in the spring
holding portion, and wherein at least a portion of the
heat sink is operably disposed between the coil spring
and the electronic device.

2. The structure of claim 1 wherein the spring holding
portion includes an elongate channel configured to receive
the coil spring.

3. The structure of claim 1 wherein the spring holding
portion includes an elongate channel configured to receive
the coil spring, and wherein a plurality of coils of the coil
spring are canted when the coil spring is supported in the
spring holding portion.

4. The structure of claim 1 wherein the spring holding
portion includes an elongate channel configured to receive
the coil spring, and wherein the coil spring is oriented
parallel to the elongate channel when the coil spring is
positioned in the elongate channel.

5. The structure of claim 1 wherein the heat sink holding
portion includes an opening configured to receive an end of
the heat sink.
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6. The structure of claim 1 wherein the heat sink holding
portion includes a first opening facing a first direction and a
second opening facing a second direction opposite to the
first direction, wherein the first opening is configured to
receive a first end of the heat sink by insertion of the first end
through the first opening in the second direction, and
wherein the second opening is configured to receive a
second end of the heat sink by insertion of the second end
through the second opening in the first direction.

7. The structure of claim 1 wherein the electronic device
holding portion includes a recess configured to receive an
edge portion of a substrate that supports the electronic
device.

8. A structure for holding a heat sink in contact with an
electronic device, the structure comprising:

an electronic device holding portion configured to support
the electronic device;

a heat sink holding portion configured to position the heat
sink in contact with the electronic device; and

a spring holding portion configured to support a coil
spring in transverse compression, wherein the coil
spring exerts a transverse compression force causing
the heat sink to press against the electronic device when
the coil spring is laterally supported in the spring
holding portion, and wherein the electronic device
holding portion includes a first recess facing a first
direction and a second recess facing a second direction
opposite to the first direction, wherein the first recess is
configured to receive a first edge portion of a substrate
that supports the electronic device by insertion of the
first edge portion into the first recess in the second
direction, and wherein the second recess is configured
to receive a second edge portion of the substrate by
insertion of the second edge portion into the second
recess in the first direction.

9. A heat sink assembly comprising:

a support structure;

a heat sink carried by the support structure, the heat sink
having a contact surface configured to contact an
electronic device; and

a coil spring having a longitudinal axis oriented at least
approximately parallel to the contact surface of the heat
sink, wherein the coil spring is configured to exert a
transverse compression force in a first direction causing
the contact surface of the heat sink to press against the
electronic device in the first direction, and wherein at
least a portion of the heat sink is operably disposed
between the coil spring and the electronic device.

10. The heat sink assembly of claim 9 wherein the contact

surface of the heat sink is at least approximately flat.

11. The heat sink assembly of claim 9 wherein the support
structure further includes an electronic device holding por-
tion configured to support the electronic device in contact
with the heat sink.

12. The heat sink assembly of claim 9 wherein the support
structure further includes a mounting plane to which a
substrate carrying the electronic device is attached, and
wherein the longitudinal axis of the coil spring is oriented at
least approximately parallel to the mounting plane.

13. The heat sink assembly of claim 9 wherein the coil
spring is transversely compressed between a portion of the
heat sink and a portion of the support structure.

14. The heat sink assembly of claim 9 wherein the coil
spring is a first coil spring transversely compressed between
a first portion of the heat sink and a first portion of the
support structure, and wherein the mounting assembly fur-
ther comprises a second coil spring transversely compressed
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between a second portion of the heat sink and a second
portion of the support structure.

15. The heat sink assembly of claim 9 wherein the heat
sink further includes a plurality of cooling fins projecting
away from the contact surface.

16. An electronic device mounting assembly comprising:

a support structure having an electronic device holding
portion configured to support an electronic device;

a heat sink configured to contact the electronic device
when the electronic device is supported by the elec-
tronic device holding portion of the support structure;
and

a coil spring configured to exert a transverse compression
force against the heat sink in a first direction causing
the heat sink to press against the electronic device in the
first direction when the electronic device is supported
by the electronic device holding portion of the support
structure.

17. The electronic device mounting assembly of claim 16
wherein the coil spring is transversely compressed between
a portion of the heat sink and a portion of the support
structure.

18. The electronic device mounting assembly of claim 16
wherein the coil spring is a first coil spring transversely
compressed between a first portion of the heat sink and a first
portion of the support structure, and wherein the mounting
assembly further comprises a second coil spring transversely
compressed between a second portion of the heat sink and a
second portion of the support structure.

19. The electronic device mounting assembly of claim 16
wherein the electronic device holding portion of the support
structure includes a support surface configured to support a
packaged microelectronic device.

20. The electronic device mounting assembly of claim 16,
further comprising a packaged microelectronic device sup-
ported by the electronic device holding portion of the
support structure.

21. The electronic device mounting assembly of claim 16
wherein the heat sink includes a contact surface configured
to contact the electronic device, and wherein the heat sink
further includes a plurality of cooling fins projecting away
from the contact surface.

22. The electronic device mounting assembly of claim 16
wherein the heat sink includes a contact surface configured
to contact the electronic device and a plurality of cooling fins
projecting away from the contact surface, wherein the con-
tact surface is positioned between a first end portion of the
heat sink and a second end portion of the heat sink, wherein
the coil spring is a first coil spring transversely compressed
between the first end portion of the heat sink and a first
portion of the support structure, and wherein the mounting
assembly further comprises a second coil spring transversely
compressed between the second end portion of the heat sink
and a second portion of the support structure.

23. A computer module comprising:

an electronic device;

a heat sink in contact with the electronic device; and

a coil spring exerting a transverse compression force
against the heat sink in a first direction causing the heat
sink to press against the electronic device in the first
direction, wherein at least a portion of the heat sink is
operably disposed between the coil spring and the
electronic device.

24. The computer module of claim 23, further comprising:

a base structure; and

a support structure attached to the base structure, wherein
the support structure carries the electronic device, and
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wherein the coil spring is transversely compressed
between a portion of the heat sink and a portion of the
support structure.

25. The computer module of claim 23, further comprising:

a base structure; and

a support structure attached to the base structure, wherein
the support structure carries the electronic device,
wherein the coil spring is a first coil spring transversely
compressed between a first portion of the heat sink and
a first portion of the support structure, and wherein the
mounting assembly further comprises a second coil
spring transversely compressed between a second por-
tion of the heat sink and a second portion of the support
structure.

26. The computer module of claim 23, further comprising:

a base structure; and

a support structure attached to the base structure, wherein
the support structure carries the electronic device away
from the base structure defining an open space ther-
ebetween.

27. The computer module of claim 23, further comprising

a base structure carrying an electrical connector, wherein the
electronic device is operably coupled to the electrical con-
nector.

28. The computer module of claim 23, further comprising

a base structure carrying an electrical trace, wherein the
electronic device is operably coupled to the electrical trace.

29. The computer module of claim 23, further comprising

a shroud attached to the base structure, wherein the elec-
tronic device is positioned between the shroud and the base
structure.

30. The computer module of claim 23, further comprising

a shroud attached to the base structure, wherein the elec-
tronic device and the heat sink are positioned between the
shroud and the base structure.

31. The computer module of claim 23 wherein the base

structure includes a motherboard.

32. A computer system comprising:

a first computer module having a first electronic device
mounted to a first base structure;

a second computer module spaced apart from the first
computer module, the second computer module includ-
ing:

a second electronic device mounted to a second base
structure;

a heat sink in contact with the second electronic device,
the heat sink being movable relative to the second base
structure; and

a coil spring exerting a transverse compression force
against the heat sink in a first direction causing the heat
sink to press against the second electronic device in the
first direction.

33. The computer system of claim 32, further comprising:

a cabinet housing the first and second computer modules;
and

an air mover operatively associated with the cabinet and
configured to move cooling air through the cabinet and
past the first and second computer modules.

34. The computer system of claim 32, further comprising:

a cabinet housing the first and second computer modules;

a shroud attached to the second base structure, wherein
the second electronic device is positioned between the
shroud and the second base structure; and

an air mover operatively associated with the cabinet and
configured to move cooling air through the cabinet and
between the shroud and the second base structure to
cool the second electronic device.
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35. The computer system of claim 32 wherein the coil
spring is a first coil spring transversely compressed between
a first portion of the heat sink and a first portion of the
support structure, and wherein the mounting assembly fur-
ther comprises a second coil spring transversely compressed
between a second portion of the heat sink and a second
portion of the support structure.

36. The computer system of claim 32 wherein the heat
sink includes a contact surface configured to contact the
electronic device and a plurality of cooling fins projecting
away from the contact surface, wherein the contact surface
is positioned between a first end portion of the heat sink and
a second end portion of the heat sink, wherein the coil spring
is a first coil spring transversely compressed between the
first end portion of the heat sink and a first portion of the
support structure, and wherein the mounting assembly fur-
ther comprises a second coil spring transversely compressed
between the second end portion of the heat sink and a second
portion of the support structure.

37. A method for drawing heat away from an electronic
device, the method comprising:

positioning a heat sink in contact with the electronic

device; and

exerting a force against the heat sink in a first direction

with a coil spring in transverse compression, thereby
causing the heat sink to press against the electronic
device in the first direction.

38. The method of claim 37 wherein exerting a force
against the heat sink includes transversely compressing the
coil spring against a portion of the heat sink.

39. The method of claim 37 wherein the electronic device
is supported on a substrate, and wherein exerting a force
against the heat sink includes transverse transversely com-
pressing the coil spring against a portion of the substrate.

40. The method of claim 37, further comprising:

supporting the electronic device with a support structure;

and

movably coupling the heat sink to the support structure,

wherein exerting a force against the heat sink includes
transversely compressing the coil spring between a
portion of the support structure and a portion of the heat
sink.

41. The method of claim 37 wherein the coil spring is a
first coil spring, and wherein exerting a force against the heat
sink includes transversely compressing the first coil spring
against a first portion of the heat sink and transversely
compressing a second coil spring against a second portion of
the heat sink.

42. The method of claim 37 wherein the coil spring is a
first coil spring, and wherein exerting a force against the heat
sink includes transversely compressing the first coil spring
against a first end portion of the heat sink and transversely
compressing a second coil spring against a second end
portion of the heat sink, wherein the second end portion of
the heat sink is opposite the first end portion.

43. The method of claim 37 wherein the coil spring is a
first coil spring, wherein the heat sink includes a plurality of
cooling fins extending between a first end portion and a
second end portion, and wherein exerting a force against the
heat sink includes transversely compressing the first coil
spring against the first end portion of the heat sink and
transversely compressing a second coil spring against a
second end portion of the heat sink, wherein the second end
portion of the heat sink is opposite to the first end portion.

44. The method of claim 37, further comprising:

supporting the electronic device with a support structure;

and
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operatively coupling the heat sink to the support structure.

45. The method of claim 37, further comprising flowing
air past the heat sink.

46. A method for mounting an electronic device to a base
structure, the method comprising:

supporting the electronic device with a support structure;

supporting a heat sink with the support structure;

exerting a force against the heat sink in a first direction
with a coil spring in transverse compression;

pressing the heat sink against the electronic device in the
first direction with the coil spring in transverse com-
pression; and

attaching the support structure to the base structure.

47. The method of claim 46, further comprising operably
coupling the electronic device to an electrical connector
carried by the base structure.

48. The method of claim 46 wherein attaching the support
structure to the base structure includes attaching the support
structure to a motherboard.

49. The method of claim 46 wherein the coil spring is a
first coil spring, and wherein pressing the heat sink against
the electronic device includes transversely compressing the
first coil spring against a first portion of the heat sink and
transversely compressing a second coil spring against a
second portion of the heat sink.

50. A system for drawing heat away from an electronic
device, the system comprising:

means for positioning a heat sink in contact with the

electronic device;

means for transversely compressing a coil spring against

at least a portion of the heat sink in a first direction; and
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means for pressing the heat sink against the electronic
device in the first direction with the coil spring in
transverse compression.

51. The system of claim 50 wherein the means for
pressing the heat sink against the electronic device include
means for transversely compressing the coil spring against a
portion of the heat sink.

52. The system of claim 50 wherein the electronic device
is supported on a substrate, and wherein the means for
pressing the heat sink against the electronic device include
means for transversely compressing the coil spring against a
portion of the substrate.

53. The system of claim 50, further comprising:

means for supporting the electronic device with a support

structure; and

means for movably coupling the heat sink to the support

structure, wherein the means for pressing the heat sink
against the electronic device include means for trans-
versely compressing the coil spring between a portion
of the support structure and a portion of the heat sink.

54. The system of claim 50 wherein the coil spring is a
first coil spring, and wherein the means for pressing the heat
sink against the electronic device include means for trans-
versely compressing the first coil spring against a first
portion of the heat sink and means for transversely com-
pressing a second coil spring against a second portion of the
heat sink.

55. The system of claim 50, further comprising means for
flowing air past the heat sink.
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